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Mr. Chair and members of the House Committee on Health, | am Kelly Rosati, lobbyist for the
Hawaii Catholic Conference, which is the public policy arm of the Roman Catholic Church in
Hawaii. The Hawaii Catholic Conference, under the leadership of Diocesan Administrator Very
Reverend Tom Gross, represents the over 230,000 Catholics in the State of Hawaii.

Most families in Hawaii will eventually face the difficult situation of caring for a loved one who is
dying. As supporters of ohana, we support death with dignity for all Hawaii’s people — but we do
not support physician-assisted suicide.

On January 20, 2005, Marc Alexander, the Diocesan Theologian (and former executive director of
the Hawaii Catholic Conference) gave a talk on this subject at the annual Red Mass. (The text of
his talk is attached.) Itis comprehensive in nature and extensively researched. We hope you will
find it useful and we urge you to reject HB 1454.
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