...the Hawaii Centers tor Independent Living, provides direct services to over 1500
people with disabilities and assists over 2000 individuals with information in the
community each year. Incorporated in 1981, HCIL is a private non-profit
organization with a mission to ensure the rights of people with disabilities to live
independently and fully integrated in the community.

Who are we?

We are a non-profit organization run by and for people with disabilities. We
assist people with disabilities establish goals for greater self-sufficiency, and help
them realize their personal strengths and capacities instead of solely focusing on
their limitations. With five offices statewide, HCIL is able to provide direct
services as well as information to individuals and corporations on Oahu, Kauai,
Hawaii, Maui, Molokai, and Lanai.

What do we do?

Majority of the Board of Directors and staff are people with disabilities. We
believe that those who know the best for people with disabilities are the disabled
themselves. As a result, we have adopted the practice of consumer control. The
concept of consumer control enables clients with disabilities to actively participate
in setting and achieving their own goals. The staff assists in implementing the
independent living plans that are developed by the consumer. By helping people
with disabilities develop self-sufficiency, it has saved taxpayers 50 million dollars in
institutional costs. Service issues include housing, personal care, benefits, assistive
technology, accessibility, transportation, and personal living skills. We also work
with businesses to improve their customer service to people with disabilities and to
increase their economic development. Through advocacy and education, we can
change the attitudes of the society to create equal access and opportunities for
people with disabilities.

Hawaii Centers for Independent Living

A non-profit organization run by and for persons with disabilities.




Who do we serve?

HCIL serves people with disabilities of all ages, sex, ethnicity, religion, and
economic status. A disability can be defined as any limitation on one's ability to
perform a major life function. HCIL also provides assistance to people with
discriminatory issues relating to disabilities.
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